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Abstract 

The development of advanced large language models capable of producing fiction 

and poetry has significantly challenged traditional ideas about authorship, originality, 

and literary value. This paper examines whether literature produced by artificial 

intelligence can be considered original creative work and explores its implications for 

authorship in literary theory and practice. Drawing on Roland Barthes’s concept of 

the “Death of the Author” and contemporary research in digital humanities, the study 

argues that AI-generated literature occupies a transitional space between algorithmic 

reproduction and human creativity. Although AI systems can produce texts that non-

expert readers sometimes find indistinguishable from human writing, questions 

regarding originality and authorship remain complex and unresolved. This paper 

argues that AI-generated literature does not eliminate the concept of authorship but 

instead challenges scholars to develop new frameworks for understanding creativity 

in a digital environment where human and machine collaboration increasingly shapes 

literary production. Beyond literary theory, these debates also raise important issues 

concerning intellectual property, academic integrity, and the future of artistic 

expression in the digital age. 
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Introduction 

The rapid advancement of artificial intelligence has transformed many 

aspects of contemporary culture, including the production of literature. Today, 

sophisticated AI systems are capable of generating poems, stories, and essays that 

closely resemble works produced by human writers. Recent studies indicate that 

readers often struggle to distinguish between poems written by artificial intelligence 
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and those produced by well-known poets such as Sylvia Plath, Walt Whitman, and 

Emily Dickinson (Porter and Machery). These technological developments raise 

fundamental questions about what constitutes legitimate literature. For centuries, 

literary analysis has relied on three key concepts: authorship, originality, and creative 

authenticity. The emergence of AI-generated writing challenges these traditional 

assumptions and compels scholars to reconsider whether individual human creativity 

remains central to literary production. The implications of this shift extend beyond 

literary theory. As AI writing tools become increasingly accessible, institutions such 

as universities, publishing houses, and literary organizations must address practical 

issues involving academic integrity, copyright law, and the role of human creativity. 

Consequently, debates surrounding AI literature involve not only technological 

innovation but also philosophical questions about consciousness, creativity, and 

meaning-making. This paper examines whether poetry and fiction produced by 

artificial intelligence can be regarded as original creative works. By analysing 

theoretical perspectives from literary studies, digital humanities, and intellectual 

property law, the study argues that AI-generated literature occupies a complex 

position that neither completely replaces human authorship nor leaves it unchanged. 

Reconsidering Authorship in the Digital Era 

The relationship between authorship and meaning has long been debated 

within literary theory. In his influential essay “The Death of the Author,” Roland 

Barthes argued that the meaning of a text does not originate from the author’s 

intention but from the reader’s interpretation. According to Barthes, writing 

represents a space where individual identity dissolves and meaning emerges through 

the interaction between language and readers. The emergence of AI-generated 

literature pushes Barthes’s argument into new territory. Contemporary scholars such 

as David J. Gunkel suggest that AI may represent a more radical form of authorial 

disappearance than Barthes originally envisioned. In texts generated entirely by 

algorithms, there is no human consciousness behind the words. Instead, meaning 

arises from statistical patterns within language data rather than from deliberate 

creative intention. However, the complete elimination of the author remains 

problematic. Michel Foucault responded to Barthes by proposing the concept of the 

“author function,” which suggests that the idea of the author still plays an important 

role in organizing how texts are interpreted and valued. In the context of AI literature, 

the absence of a human author creates interpretive uncertainty regarding authenticity, 

value, and meaning. Legal frameworks surrounding copyright law further complicate 

the issue. Courts in several jurisdictions have ruled that artificial intelligence cannot 

legally be recognized as an author because authorship requires human intention and 
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creative agency. These decisions reflect the widely held assumption that creative 

works must originate from human intellectual effort. 

The Question of Originality in AI Literature 

Determining whether AI-generated literature is original depends largely on 

how originality itself is defined. Traditional literary concepts of originality emphasize 

individuality, imagination, and the expression of a writer’s personal vision. Yet 

empirical studies of AI-generated texts present a more complicated picture. Recent 

research comparing human-written and AI-generated dramatic works suggests that 

AI can successfully combine multiple literary styles and genres. However, scholars 

often observe that these texts lack the emotional depth and psychological complexity 

typically associated with human creativity (Elias et al.). Similarly, studies examining 

AI-generated poetry reveal that non-expert readers sometimes rate such poems highly 

in terms of rhythm, structure, and accessibility. Nevertheless, critics argue that AI-

generated works often rely on recognizable stylistic patterns rather than authentic 

creative insight. Another challenge arises from the way AI systems are trained. Large 

language models learn by analysing vast datasets consisting of human-written texts. 

As a result, AI-generated content may unintentionally reproduce fragments of 

existing works. This phenomenon raises concerns about plagiarism and complicates 

the notion of originality within AI-generated literature. Despite these concerns, some 

scholars propose that AI creativity should be understood as a form of combinatorial 

creativity. In human artistic practice, creativity often involves the innovative 

recombination of existing ideas. AI systems excel at identifying patterns and 

connections between diverse sources, suggesting that they may contribute to new 

forms of creative experimentation. 

Human–Machine Collaboration in Literary Creation 

Rather than viewing AI literature solely as machine-generated content, many 

researchers emphasize the collaborative relationship between human users and AI 

systems. AI models rely on prompts, guidance, and selection from human participants 

who influence the direction and form of generated texts. This collaborative process 

suggests that literary creation may increasingly involve distributed forms of 

authorship. Instead of a single author, AI literature may emerge through interactions 

among programmers, datasets, algorithmic processes, and human editors. The field 

of digital humanities has begun exploring these new forms of creative collaboration. 

Scholars argue that AI-generated literature should be understood as part of a broader 

technological ecosystem where humans and machines participate together in the 

production of cultural texts. Such developments challenge traditional notions of 
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individual authorship while highlighting the social and technological contexts in 

which literature has always existed. 

Ethical and Cultural Implications 

The rise of AI-generated literature also raises important ethical questions. 

One concern involves the potential impact of AI writing systems on human authors 

and literary culture. If AI tools can produce texts that meet readers’ expectations 

quickly and efficiently, human writers may face increased competition in publishing 

and creative industries. Educational institutions also confront challenges related to 

academic integrity. Students can now use AI systems to generate essays and creative 

writing assignments, making it difficult for educators to determine the originality of 

submitted work. Copyright law represents another area of ongoing debate. Scholars 

have proposed new legal frameworks that distinguish between purely algorithmic 

content and works that involve substantial human creative input. Such approaches 

may allow intellectual property systems to adapt to emerging forms of collaborative 

creativity. Ultimately, these issues demonstrate that the ethics of AI-generated 

literature extend far beyond literary theory. They involve broader questions about 

technology, cultural values, and the future of human creativity. 

Conclusion 

The development of advanced AI systems capable of generating fiction and 

poetry marks a significant turning point in the history of literature. Although 

empirical studies suggest that AI-generated texts can sometimes resemble human 

writing, questions regarding originality, authorship, and literary value remain 

complex. AI-generated literature occupies a transitional space between algorithmic 

reproduction and human creativity. While AI lacks the consciousness, intentionality, 

and lived experience traditionally associated with literary authorship, it demonstrates 

remarkable abilities in language manipulation and stylistic imitation. Rather than 

replacing human writers, AI technologies may encourage new forms of collaborative 

creativity between humans and machines. Understanding these developments 

requires fresh theoretical frameworks capable of addressing distributed authorship, 

technological mediation, and evolving definitions of originality. Ultimately, the 

ethical challenge lies not in rejecting AI-generated literature but in carefully 

integrating these technologies into literary culture while preserving the value of 

human creativity and critical interpretation. 
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