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Abstract 

The humanities, particularly English literature, are starting to change as a 

result of the quick advancement of artificial intelligence (AI), in addition to science 

and technology. From machine-generated poetry and fiction to AI-assisted literary 

study, AI is upending long-held beliefs regarding originality, authorship, 

interpretation, and the function of the human writer. This study looks at how artificial 

intelligence will affect English literature in the future, with an emphasis on theory, 

teaching, criticism, and literary output.Using ideas from posthumanism, digital 

humanities, and literary theory, the paper makes the case that AI does not portend the 

demise of English literature but rather ushers in a new era of literary development 

characterized by human-machine cooperation. The study emphasizes AI's potential 

as well as its ethical issues, arguing that adaptation and critical thinking would be key 

to the survival of English literature in the AI future. 
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Introduction 

The development of technology has always been accompanied by changes in 

English literature. Digital media, industrialization, and the printing press have all 

changed how literature is produced and consumed. Artificial Intelligence is the 

newest and possibly most revolutionary literary history through technological 

intervention. The way that literature is created, read, and researched is being 

influenced more and more by AI technologies that can produce text, analyze vast 

corpora, and support creative writing. This essay investigates how artificial 

intelligence is influencing English literature going forward. It looks at AI as a critical 

tool, a creative force, and an educational tool. Additionally, it examines the theoretical 

and ethical ramifications of literature produced by AI, specifically queries related to 

uniqueness, writing, and human ingenuity. The study aims to determine if artificial 
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intelligence (AI) threatens literary traditions or creates new avenues for literary 

expression by placing AI within larger literary and cultural discussions. 

Artificial Intelligence and Literary Production 

By bringing in new forms of writing, teamwork, and originality, artificial 

intelligence has drastically changed the literary production scene. Language models 

driven by AI are now able to produce novels, poetry, short stories, and even dramatic 

plays that either experiment with new forms or mimic well-known literary traditions. 

This technology intervention emphasizes a more communal and process-oriented 

concept of authorship, challenging the long-standing Romantic idea of the artist as a 

lone creative genius. The application of AI as a creative assistant is a significant 

advancement in AI-driven literary production. AI technologies are being used by 

writers more and more to build characters, come up with alternate endings, brainstorm 

stories, and try out different styles.In this way, AI serves as an enabling tool that 

increases creative possibilities rather than taking the position of the writer. This kind 

of cooperation reinterprets creativity as a dialogue between machine-generated 

language and human intention. New literary genres and forms have also emerged as 

a result of AI. Algorithmically produced poetry, interactive tales, and hypertext fiction 

all signify a move away from linear storytelling and toward dynamic, reader-

responsive writing. These types present difficulties.  

traditional notions of authorial control and narrative closure, in line with postmodern 

and posthuman literary sensibility. However, there are serious concerns regarding 

originality and intentionality raised by AI-generated literature. Critics contend that 

machine-generated writings are essentially derivative since AI systems rely on pre-

existing textual data. However, literary history itself shows that revising, adapting, 

and imitating earlier works is frequently how innovation arises. From this Hence, 

rather than representing a significant break from intertextual traditions, AI-generated 

literature might be viewed as an extension of them. The economics of literary 

production are likewise impacted by the development of AI. Automated content 

generation could change publishing practices and labor dynamics by flooding the 

literary market with quickly and cheaply produced writings. Although this could 

democratize access to publishing, but it also runs the risk of undervaluing literary 

work and giving priority to quantity over quality.   Theoretically, AI-powered literary 

creation aligns with posthumanist ideas, which disentangle creativity from only 

human action. In the AI era, literature becomes a place where cultural, technological, 

and human forces converge. It is therefore probable that hybrid authorship, 

experimental forms, and continuous discussions over creativity, value, and meaning 

will define the future of English literary production. 
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AI and Literary Criticism: Digital Humanities 

 Through the field of digital humanities, artificial intelligence has also 

changed literary criticism. Scholars can now evaluate vast amounts of literary texts 

thanks to AI-powered tools.recognizing linguistic, stylistic, and thematic patterns that 

would be impossible to discern through conventional close reading alone. By using 

methods like topic modeling, sentiment analysis, and stylometry, critics can 

reexamine classic texts and get fresh perspectives. AI, for instance, can help with 

authorship authentication, research the usage of gendered language, and chart the 

development of literary movements across several centuries.  AI-based criticism is 

not without its limitations, though. Irony, metaphor, and emotional nuance cannot all 

be adequately captured by quantitative analysis. Therefore, the future of literary 

studies depends on striking a balance between close reading based on human 

interpretation and remote reading made possible by AI. 

Authorship, Creativity, and Literary Theory 

The use of AI in literature has reignited discussions about originality and 

authorship. In a time when texts can be created without a typical human author, 

Roland Barthes' idea of the "death of the author" takes on new significance.  By 

decentering the human subject, posthumanist philosophy further undermines 

anthropocentric literary perspectives. According to this viewpoint, texts produced by 

AI represent a posthuman literary state in which networks of people, technology, and 

data foster creativity.  However, detractors contend that AI lacks the intentionality 

and emotional intelligence that are typically seen in literature. This conflict 

emphasizes the necessity of reconsidering creativity as a process influenced by 

cultural and technical settings rather than as a quality that is unique to humans. 

Representation of AI in English Literature 

Artificial beings have long been a part of English literature, from modern 

science fiction books to Mary Shelley's Frankenstein. These books examine moral 

dilemmas pertaining to responsibility, creation, and human limits.  Intelligent robots 

are frequently portrayed in contemporary AI fiction as mirroring human desires and 

anxieties. While more hopeful stories examine human-machine cooperation, 

dystopian interpretations are dominated by themes like moral culpability, loss of 

autonomy, and surveillance. These literary portrayals have an impact on how society 

views AI, hence reaffirming the notion that literature is essential in forming moral 

discussions surrounding technology. 

AI and the Teaching of English Literature 

 English literary education is likewise changing as a result of AI. Classrooms 

are using more and more tools that help with creative writing, text summarization, 



___________________________________________________________________ 
13     A Two-Day International Conference on “Reimagining Texts: English Literature in the 

Age of Digital Humanities (RTELADH ’26)” by Morning Star Arts and Science College for 

Women & St. Xavier’s College | Dates: 11/02/2026 & 12/02/2026 | RJOE Journal |  
ISSN: 2456-2696 | Impact Factor: 8.576 (SJIF) | Volume 11, Special Issue 3 

 
 

and critical response generation.These tools could help children learn more 

effectively and more individually.  

interaction with literature. But there are issues with academic integrity and the decline 

of critical thinking abilities when AI is used in the classroom. As a result, educators 

must responsibly embrace AI, use it to enhance human analysis and discourse rather 

than replace it. English's future teaching students to interact critically with AI-

generated content is essential to literature education since it develops both literary 

and digital literacy. 

Ethical Concerns and Challenges 

 The increasing incorporation of artificial intelligence into English literature 

presents difficult moral issues that require ongoing critical analysis. Authorship and 

intellectual property are among the most urgent problems. Algorithms are used to 

create AI-generated writings.  Trained on extensive collections of already published 

literary works, frequently without the original authors' permission. This calls into 

issue ownership, copyright infringement, and plagiarism: can a machine-generated 

text be regarded as original, and who is the owner of the rights—the AI system, the 

user, or the programmer? Algorithmic bias is a serious ethical concern. It is inevitable 

for AI systems to exhibit the biases found in their training data. In literary contexts, 

this could lead to the perpetuation of dominant cultural narratives while excluding 

minority voices, such as those of women, authors of Global South writers and authors 

of color. These prejudices run the risk of democratizing literary creativity instead of 

upholding current literary hierarchies. Another significant ethical concern is the 

commercialization of literature. AI tools run the risk of turning literature into 

formulaic, profit-driven content as they increasingly tailor writing to reader metrics, 

market trends, and platform algorithms. This puts the subversive and artistic potential 

of literature, which has long questioned prevailing societal mores and ideas. Lastly, 

the dehumanization of creativity raises ethical questions. Literature has long been 

prized for its ability to convey human experience, passion, and creativity. Over-

reliance on AI runs the risk of reducing the significance of emotional nuance and 

lived experience in literary production. Therefore, acknowledging AI's value while 

reaffirming the importance of human agency, empathy, and responsibility in literary 

culture is necessary for ethical engagement with AI. Clear authorship guidelines, 

inclusive training data, transparent AI development, and critical literacy among 

authors and academics are all necessary to address these ethical issues. AI cannot be 

included into English writing in a way that is both creative and morally sound without 

taking such steps. 
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The Future of English Literature in the Age of AI: 

 AI is a revolutionary force that promotes experimentation and creativity 

rather than indicating the demise of English literatureAI-assisted writing, interactive 

stories, and new genres influenced by digital technologies are probably going to be 

part of the literary landscape of the future. Even if AI changes literary form and 

practice, human creativity, empathy, and cultural context will continue to be essential 

components of writing. The future of English literature depends on its capacity to 

adapt while keeping its fundamental humanitarian principles. 

Conclusion: 

Through its challenges to conventional ideas of authorship, creativity, and 

critique, artificial intelligence is altering the parameters of English literature. 

Artificial intelligence-generated works present difficult theoretical and moral 

dilemmas, but they also create new opportunities for literary analysis. and academic 

achievement. This essay comes to the conclusion that cooperation between people 

and robots, as opposed to competition, will define English literature in the future. 

Writers, academics, and educators can guarantee that literature remains an essential 

medium for cultural reflection and human expression in the digital age by critically 

interacting with AI. 
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