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Abstract

This study examines how the digital transformation of literary research and education
reshapes power structures, access, and canon formation at the intersection of
technology and the humanities. It argues that digital tools, funding models, and
platform architectures are not neutral but actively influence which authors, texts, and
traditions gain visibility and academic legitimacy. The paper analyzes digital divides
in terms of access, skills, and institutional resources, demonstrating how digital
humanities practices can reinforce existing hierarchies that privilege Euro-American
literary canons while marginalizing regional, indigenous, and minority literatures. At
the same time, the study highlights the potential of inclusive pedagogies, open-access
initiatives, and critically informed methodologies to challenge these inequities.
Ultimately, it contends that addressing digital divides is not merely a technical issue
but a humanistic imperative essential to building a more equitable and representative
literary culture in the digital age.
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Introduction

The concept of the digital divide refers to unequal access to information and
communication technologies, including devices, internet connectivity, and the skills
required for effective use. In literary research and education, this divide extends
beyond infrastructure to shape who can read, interpret, produce, and disseminate
knowledge within increasingly digital academic environments. As a result, the
intersection of technology and the humanities becomes a site where longstanding
inequalities are both reproduced and contested. Over the past two decades, rapid
technological developments have transformed literary studies, giving rise to the field
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of Digital Humanities (DH). Digitization projects, online archives, computational
analysis, and virtual learning platforms have expanded the scope of literary inquiry.
However, these advancements have also introduced new barriers, making access,
institutional support, and digital competence decisive factors in shaping scholarly
participation and representation.

Understanding Digital Divides in the Humanities

Initially, discussions of the digital divide focused primarily on access to
hardware and internet connectivity. Contemporary scholarship, however, recognizes
deeper layers of inequality, including disparities in digital skills and outcomes such
as academic visibility and professional recognition. Digital Humanities integrates
computational tools with literary analysis, enabling large-scale text analysis, data
visualization, and network mapping. While these innovations enhance research
possibilities, they also privilege scholars with technical training and institutional
resources, thereby reinforcing academic hierarchies. Access disparities manifest in
multiple ways. Unequal internet connectivity, limited access to devices, and unstable
electricity supply restrict engagement with digital platforms. Furthermore, access to
subscription-based journals and proprietary tools varies significantly across
institutions, shaping research opportunities and scholarly influence.

Skill Disparities and Digital Literacy

Digital literacy plays a crucial role in determining participation in
contemporary literary studies. It includes not only technical skills but also critical
competencies such as evaluating digital sources and understanding algorithmic
processes. Students and scholars from well-funded institutions often possess greater
exposure to digital tools, while others encounter these technologies for the first time
in higher education. This imbalance affects confidence, participation, and
methodological contributions within Digital Humanities, ultimately influencing
whose voices shape the field.

Global and Regional Dimensions

The digital divide is especially pronounced between the Global North and
Global South. Limited infrastructure, high data costs, and insufficient institutional
funding hinder participation in global academic networks. Moreover, humanities
disciplines often receive less technological investment compared to STEM fields,
further restricting innovation in literary research. These disparities result in uneven
development of digital scholarship across regions and disciplines.
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Inclusive Digital Pedagogies

Addressing these inequalities requires inclusive teaching strategies that go
beyond providing access to technology. Educators must design flexible curricula that
accommodate varying levels of access and digital literacy. Practices such as open-
access publishing, collaborative platforms, and digital storytelling can democratize
participation. At the same time, critical awareness of data privacy, platform bias, and
corporate control is essential in fostering responsible digital engagement.

Rethinking Methodology: Beyond Tool-Centered Approaches

One major challenge in Digital Humanities is the overemphasis on tools as
inherently superior methods. Such perspectives risk marginalizing scholars without
technical expertise. A balanced methodology integrates digital tools with traditional
close reading and critical theory. Combining quantitative and qualitative approaches
allows for richer interpretations while ensuring inclusivity in research practices.

Bridging the Digital Divide

Bridging digital divides requires coordinated institutional and policy-level
efforts. Investments in open-access infrastructure, training programs, and global
collaborations are essential. Partnerships between institutions in differently resourced
regions can facilitate knowledge exchange and reduce disparities. These initiatives
help create a more inclusive and collaborative academic environment.

Future Directions: Toward Equitable Digital Humanities

Emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence and machine learning
offer new possibilities for literary analysis. However, they also raise concerns
regarding bias, transparency, and control. A critical Digital Humanities approach
must prioritize accessibility, diversity, and ethical responsibility. This involves
designing inclusive platforms, promoting multilingual resources, and fostering
interdisciplinary collaboration between technologists and humanists.

Conclusion

Digital divides in literary research and education are complex and deeply
embedded in global power structures. They influence access to knowledge,
participation in scholarship, and the preservation of cultural narratives. Addressing
these divides requires recognizing technology as a site of power rather than neutrality.
Through inclusive pedagogy, open-access initiatives, and critical methodologies,
scholars can work toward a more equitable and representative literary landscape.

122 A Two-Day International Conference on “Reimagining Texts: English Literature in
the Age of Digital Humanities (RTELADH '26)” by Morning Star Arts and Science College
for Women & St. Xavier’s College | Dates: 11/02/2026 & 12/02/2026 | RJOE Journal |

ISSN: 2456-2696 | Impact Factor: 8.576 (SJIF) | Volume 11, Special Issue 3



Ultimately, bridging the digital divide is a fundamental humanistic endeavor that
ensures the continued relevance and vitality of literary studies in the digital age.
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