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Abstract 

This treatise attempts to analyse Isaac Asimov’s work “The Fun They Had” 

serves as an emotional social commentary in impending dehumanization of a 

society that gave importance to the advancement of technology rather in connection 

with humans. This paper attempts to explore the conflict between the humanity and 

the technology through the characters of the story who wants to experience the past 

they never experience. It explores Asimov’s power of thinking about the speculative 

futures, the uses of literary characters and devices in the education system where 

technological methods of learning dominate the social concepts of traditional 

education methods. Asimov’s concept of dehumanization and educational 

technology handled in his writing helps to argue that his works servers a warning 

which is relevant today and his work serves an advisory. This paper suggests that 

Asimov’s views on future are quiet thinkable and serving as a cautionary tale about 

the importance of human connection, shared experience, and re-humanization in an 

increasingly digital world. 
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Technical advancement in our daily life serves as a tool for the enjoyment 

as it is promising star which makes our life simpler and tends a way for building 

new capabilities. In the trading sector, they often discussed that they are not going 

to lose anything if machines replace people, because their role is fully in the control 

of machine. Isaac Asimov’s “The Fun They had” provokes the readers to imagine 

the future situation of education system as the development of technology will 

entirely take the control over the system and provide mechanical teachers in private 

homes. If the education system becomes technology driven and depends only on 
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machines and applications for learning, definitely it weakens the emotional, social 

and communal aspects of learning. 

Asimov moves his imaginative world in the year 2157, and introduces two 

children named Margie and Tommy who live in the technology driven education 

worlds and share their strange nostalgia for the past which they have never known 

and experienced. Their discovery of a physical book in their old storage house 

which was used by their forefathers and it made them feel that they lack many 

things in the name of the technological development. In “The Fun They Had,” 

Asimov illustrates how innovation diminishes human and social connection by 

contrasting the technologically driven individualized education with the 

collaborative schools of the past. This article examines the perspectives on 

educational dehumanization, re-humanization, and the ideological implications of 

technology to emphasize the enduring significance of Asimov’s narrative in 

contemporary discourse. 

Asimov portrays the central tension between the mechanical efficiency of 

technology and the inherent complexity of human society. He describes mechanical 

teacher as “they always on the screen, just after she had learned it, and it was 

always right” (32). The flawless nature of this system eliminates not only errors but 

also the potential for human interaction, conversation and interpretive uncertainty. 

The character Margie’s dissatisfaction about the schools is stated as that she “hated 

school more than ever once the geography section was geared a little too quickly for 

her” (32). The technological teachers cannot show emotions and motivational 

conversations, as they speak and guide only through algorithms. 

Margie articulate the disbelief towards the human teachers as Asimov’s stated that, 

“A man? How could a man be a teacher?” (32). Her expression of teachers shows 

how communication of human teachers and human leading school seems to be a 

alien concept. She ponders about the past of her forefathers as it is the current 

scenario of us. Asimov states that, “Margie was thinking about how the kids must 

have loved it in the old days. She was thinking about the fun they had” (33). This 

kind of longing towards that the past clearly noted with the depiction of Asimov 

that he mentions in the story title as “The fun they had” indicates the absence of 

shared experience in her own learning. 

Asimov’s narratives show two powerful tools and symbols in her 

description as in the traditional schooling the very old book and also about the 

technology driven screen. Tommy finds the book and shows it to Margie. While 

seeing it she got fascinated by its tangible nature and expressed it as “yellow and 

crinkly pages and remarks it as funny the way they wrote it back then. When you’re 

through with the book, you just throw it away, I guess” (31). The concrete and 
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fabric quality of the book stands in harsh contrast to the intangible, transient lessons 

on screens. Asimov describes the technology driven machine teacher as a large 

screen which flashes lessons and asks questions alone without showing any 

emotions. The function of the mechanical teacher is readymade, it only dictates the 

input given by the imputer, it cannot converse, sympathize, or respond in a human 

way.  Narrator critiques that in the future technology replaces the human presence 

and rule us. In modern educational viewpoint, there is a move to call for re-

humanization of education which relocation the human communication, empathy, 

and community as central. 

Asimov’s title as, “The Fun They Had,” is extremely sarcastic. He makes 

the Margie and Tommy as children, who think about the past where how the 

children of those days play, laugh, learn together and fun themselves. Asimov 

exclaims, “Margie was thinking about how the kids must have loved it in the old 

days. She was thinking about the fun they had” (33). This satirical expression shows 

that how the technological driven education system diminish the fundamental joyful 

educational experience. Asimov states the mechanical teacher’s exactness as that 

Margie struggles: “She had been doing worse and worse until her mother had 

shaken her head and sent for the County Inspector” (32). Even in a modern outlook, 

machinery fails and human involvement is necessary, strengthen that technology 

alone cannot fulfill human needs. This satirical description of the story’s central 

critique in search of competence and coherent control, society may unintentionally 

abolish the most human elements like friendship, surprise, neighborhood, and 

participation. 

Isaac Asimov’s “The Fun They Had” really seems to be speculative as how 

technology can endanger human connection and the shared bonds of community. 

Through the depiction of this story where the education system is fully technology 

driven, Asimov warns that when competence and automation replace people, the 

quality of the people, societal interference and the joyful experience can change. 

Through critical frameworks that emphasize the dangers of dehumanization and 

advocating for re-humanized forms of pedagogy, the story acquires added 

resonance, it not only functions as sentimental warning that authentic human 

connection, collective experience and personified presence cannot be duplicated by 

technology. As educational technology has a significant rise, “The Fun They Had” 

persists as the values of humanity what we must retain to safeguard from the danger 

of forfeiting. 
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