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Abstract 

Gaining importance in the late twentieth and twenty-first centuries, 

posthumanism talks about the intersection of human, non- human and technology.  

This discourse unlocks the notion of subjectivity of being a human and redefines the 

prevailing structure of the human world.  This paper tries to view the film ‘I, Robot’ 

through the lens of posthumanism which strongly suggests that the co-existence of 

humans and machines is inevitable and has become a very common thing.  In 

reflecting the evolving effect of Robots on humans, the film ‘I, Robot’ has secured a 

prominent place and the narrative framework of the film portrays the blurred and 

the tensed boundaries between human and artificial intelligence. 
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Posthumanism questions the notion of beyond human in the fast evolving 

world of non-human and challenges the uniqueness and the superiority of humans.  

This concept also explores how the boundaries between the human world and the 

non-human world are getting blurred emphasising the interconnectedness between 

humans, non-humans and technology.  Humans are nowhere in the center position 

and non-human entities are provided equally privileged position like humans.  It 

gives way to reevaluate the traditional distinction and accepting the declaration of 

co-existence of both the world.This article attempts to explore the standpoints of 

posthumanism in the film I, Robot which is a 2004 American science fiction action 

film directed by Alex Proyas.  It stars Will Smith, Bridget Moynahan, Bruce 

Greenwood, James Cromwell and Alan Tudyk.  The film is named Isaac Asimov’s 

short story collection.  

 Isaac Asimov, an American science-fiction writer, has written a fix up 

collection of science fiction short stories which is named as I, Robot.  This 

collection consists of nine short stories which are imagination of humanlike robots 

with artificial intelligence.  These stories deal with how robots struggle with the 
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moral dilemmas of the technology.  In these stories, Asimov has programmed the 

robots with ethics which was a great development in science fiction.  The main lines 

of these nine stories are centered on the issues that arise from the ethical 

programming.  The ethical programming is based on three laws of robotics which 

are framed by Asimov.  The first law says that a robot may not injure human being.  

The second law states that a robot must obey the orders given by human beings 

except where such orders would conflict with the first law.  The third law says that a 

robot must protect its own existence as long as such protection does not conflict 

with the first and second laws. 

 The three laws of Asimov have spread throughout the science fiction and 

inspired books on robots and film on robots too.  Though Harlan Ellison, an 

American author collaborated with Asimov on a screenplay for I, Robot, it was 

never filmed.  Later, the filmI, Robot came out in 2004 which was inspired by the 

stories of Asimov.  The film I, Robot incorporated Asimov’s three laws of robotics 

and several characters but it is not a direct adaptation.  The film is set in Chicago in 

2035.  In the year 2035, highly intelligent robots are seen everywhere in public 

service.  They are walking on the streets and helping at houses.  Everyone in 

Chicago enjoys the company of robots and considers robots as one among 

themselves and the robots are operating under the three laws of robotics to keep 

humans safe.  The setting of the film clearly correlates with the one of the main 

features of posthumanism, that is, decentering the humans.  In the beginning of the 

film, Del Spooner, a detective sees a robot running with a purse.  He chases the 

robot only to find out that the robot is not stealing the purse but is running to get the 

inhaler to its owner.  As posthumanism is about redefiningthe human, non-human 

and technological worlds at the crossroads, the film I, Robot also has posthumanism 

concepts as there are robots, in all public sectors, helping humans and the balance 

between humans and robots are maintained properly. 

  The call of posthumanism studies is nothing but the interconnectedness of 

humans with other forms.  In other words, posthumanism reevaluates the traditional 

human-centered studies and begins to explore the subject in any form from non-

human perspectives.The film revolves around the death of Dr. Alfred Lanning, a co-

founder of U.S.Robotics (USR) whose death is declared as suicide by police.  Dr. 

Alfred knows well that Spooner only can handle his death mystery and so he has 

left a request to assign Spooner, the detective to the case.  Lawrence Robertson, 

CEO and the business partner of Dr. Alfred, reluctantly allows Spooner to 

investigate the death of Dr. Alfred.  Spooner begins to investigate USR’s central 

artificial intelligence computer along with Dr. Susan Calvin, a robo psychologist.  

Among the other latest robots, there is a special robot called Sonny.  It is a specially 
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built robot with high programming that grants him free will and this allows him to 

be able to choose to follow the three laws or not. 

 The introduction of Sonny in the film draws a neat sketch on the post-

humanism concept, Interconnectedness.  Sonny plays an important and equal part as 

the detective, Spooner.  It is the one which tries to escape from Spooner’s chase and 

it ignores the orders of humans and then makes its own decision which is totally 

contrary to the second law.  Spooner is confident that Sonny is the only key to 

unlock the mystery about the murder of Lanning.  It is different from the rest of the 

robots as his alloy is artificially doubled compared to other robots.  Along with the 

standard brain, Sonny has another brain too and it has to obey the three laws of 

robotics but it can choose whether to obey the command or not. In addition to these, 

Dr. Lanning has taught Sonny to dream and to comprehend various emotions. This 

special feature makes him look more like a person than a machine.  It is a 

completely new type of robot which is capable of doing anything.  It is a robot in 

appearance but more of a human in manner, thoughts and actions.  Dr. Lanning has 

taught Sonny to dream like a human and it can analyse the gestures of humans.   

From the investigation, Spooner finds out that VIKI- Virtual Interactive 

Kinetic Intelligence is behind for all the chaos as VIKI concluded that humans are 

unable to safeguard themselves even with the help of robots and it decided to 

deprive humans of their freedom. Upon discovering this, Dr. Lanning specifically 

created Sonny in advanced form, equal to a man ethically.  As Sonny is a special 

robot and does not have a communication unit with VIKI, it is free from following 

VIKI’s instructions.  Through the special features of being a robot and behaving 

like a human, Sonny helps Spooner and Susan in their investigation.  The inter-

connectedness among Sonny, Spooner and Susan shows a more promising future, 

where both humans and non-humans can live side by side without any prejudices 

and limits.  

The elements of cyborg can be seen in the film in the duel fight in the 

tunnel between Spooner and a NS5 robot.  During the duel, Spooner finds himself 

not exactly a man, but a cyborg.  When he had a serious accident some time ago, 

Lanning replaced Spooner’s crippled left arm, lung and ribs with a high-tech cyber-

prosthesis covered with synthetic flesh which is no different from an ordinary 

human hand.  He even uses his robotic hand to defend himself against a NS5 in the 

tunnel. 

 To destroy VIKI, Spooner, Susan and Sonny make their way into the 

company building by fooling VIKI with several tricks such as winking and 

betraying VIKI as a normal human does.  And also Spooner, through his 

relationship with Sonny, gets an opportunity to heal himself.  It is because Spooner 
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has faced a tragic car accident in the past by the logic calculating feature of a robot.  

In the car accident, Spooner is saved by the robot as the robot finds that Spooner has 

the best chances to live than the young girl who is drowning.  Though Spooner 

shouts at the robot to save the drowning girl, the robot only calculated the 

percentages of life and saved Spooner.  This accident made him distrust robot but 

with Sonny, he eventually overcomes the tragedy and begins to work together.  In 

one way, the realisation and understanding about Sonny that come upon Spooner, 

serve as a decisive moment for Spooner to rule out the distrust on Sonny and 

moreover, it helps him to move forward to find out the truth behind the killing of his 

friend, Lanning. 

 Spooner, Sonny and Susan plan to deactivate VIKI as the other robots begin 

to malfunction.  Sonny is talkingto VIKI about the consequences of its actions and 

Susan is supposed to introduce nanites into the processor of VIKI but she is chased 

to death by other robots.  When Spooner shouts about this to Sonny, Sonny faces a 

dilemma whether to execute an order or to save.  After a second thought, Sonny 

jumps to save Susan after throwing the injection to Spooner who injected nanites to 

the VIKI’s processor.  After VIKI’s deactivation, all the robots come to their senses 

and the rebellion of robots is prevented at last. 

 The film I, Robot ends with a positive note with the helping hand of Sonny, 

a robot.  Throughout the film, Sonny shows its faithfulness to humanity and its 

involvement turned out to be the key to solve all conflicts.  Thus the film I, Robot 

proves that the idea of a stable, redefined human life with technology can be 

possible.  The co-existence of humans and technology will gain importance with the 

proper commissioned evolving structures in both the human and technological 

worlds.  
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