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Abstract:
This research paper examines re-evaluating the role of literature within the core

curriculum of legal education — especially its usefulness for the development of future
lawyers. The researcher demonstrates that, in principle, literature is capable of dealing
with fundamental questions about human and moral dilemmas as well as describing
intricate particulars of the legal system, analyzing specific volumes and styles.
Additionally, it addresses the extent to which reading literature could empower
qualities such as compassion, analytical ability, and articulate speech vital for
practicing law. The study encapsulates its arguments by demonstrating the relevance
of both the literature and its philosophy to the establishment of a broader culture
among law graduates who are more humanistic in their approach to practice.

Keywords: legal education, literature and law, humanistic lawyering, analytical
skills development, compassion in legal practice

Introduction

Law education has been dominated by the emphasis on the knowledge of
statutes, precedents, and various principles of law for law learners. Though every
practitioner must possess this knowledge as it’s fundamental in the immersion of the
rudiments of law, the practical application demanding other attributes and
competencies is routinely ignored. With the shifts that have recently rocked the legal
practice, this recognition is unlikely to go unnoticed, as a unilateral approach to
lawyer training, where legal frameworks are simply dished out, is out of the question.
Analytical reasoning, logical application, and legal case analysis are the primary
focuses in heat of instruction which in this case goes with the traditional mode of
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legal education. Such abilities are important but not enviable as they are the only
attributes that prepare a lawyer for dealing with the practical prospects of law. There
is more to practicing law than being a technician; advocacy, counselling, and problem
solving are essential elements of any practicing lawyer and understanding the social
perspective that accompanies legal conflicts is also fundamental together with the
ethical dilemmas that exist within their professional practice.

The legal training and education such as integration, scholarship
development and the improvement of other necessary attributes like empathy, critical
thought and clear communication coupled with ethical behaviour which is barely
emphasized within the normal legal education curriculum. These attributes are
nevertheless a challenge to instil in a student through the reading of legal text books
and lectures in the classical sense. Still the literature that successfully embraces the
diversity of plots, multidimensional heroes and the problems of a human being allows
for a completely different way to foster these globalization requirements relevant for
future lawyers.

Integrating literature into the legal education curriculum will enable students
to conceive a more nuanced view of the law and its conception by the society. There
are burns fellow students, creative and engaging burlesques that develop their sense
of hope and stick to the legal ideals they cherish. Literature can also develop empathy
in the students by allowing them to be various characters and see their reasons and
challenges.

Literature enhances also critical/appraisal thinking and analytical skills.
These self-inquisitive emotions require students to examine and interpret the literary
work. Such analytical thought processes are directly applicable to legal thinking as
the lawyer tries to interpret statutes, case law, and facts in a particular legal setting so
as to formulate rational arguments and solutions. Some lawyers fail to communicate
effectively, which is among the major tasks that literature can help solve. Apart from
language being a major aspect of law, literature offers much more than general ideas
on the importance of persuasion. Students, through literature, learn how to present
their arguments, be it in writing or in oral cases.

The traditional method is not enough focus on the development of lawyers as
it is meant to make them embrace the different challenges in the field of law. What
this paper recommends is a more comprehensive model, which, in addition, will allow
future lawyers to gain insight into human nature, moral problems, critical analysis,
and communication skills. If literature is seen as important, law teachers will also
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help in nurturing the necessary qualities and personality in a lawyer to be useful to
both the clients and the society in general.
Literature as a Means to Gain Knowledge of Human Nature

Reading some of the literary works which deal with people, what drives them,
and what they feel are also useful resources for a lawyer in the sense that they can
help him/her better appreciate his/her clients and even enemies. Being involved in
narratives, characters and in general themes provided in literature as well as their
other works, lawyers are able to step back and look at the bigger picture of what drives
people and why they do what they do.

Literary literature more often than not takes an in depth view into the nature
of the characters’ backgrounds, their struggles, and their points of view. For instance,
in the case of Fyodor Dostoevsky’s “Crime and Punishment”, the protagonist
Raskolnikov Not only offers inner conflict but indeed contains moral conflict which
offers insight into human behaviour and motives. If such works are studied, as it was
intended by the author, lawyers will be able to achieve a broader image of a human
being and the reasons behind a given behaviour (Dostoevsky, 1866).

On top of that, literature allows people to take a glimpse of how complex
human feelings and decisions can be. Most Literary figures tend to face challenges in
making legitimized and ethical decisions or simply coping with their own
antagonistic feelings. In this way, once these images are analyzed, lawyers will
appreciate justice not only in terms of practice but in terms of ethic. An example,
Harper Lee’s ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ explores ethical decision in showdown through
the character Atticus Finch’s moral obligation (Lee, 1960).

A literature study enables improving the understanding of the clients’ views
and experiences as well as encounters with characters from various backgrounds
which empowers lawyers to better appreciate their clients’ problems. This empathy
helps the lawyers to relate to their clients, create trust, and be able to fully represent
their interests. Morrison writes about the character Sethe in “Beloved” as a former
slave, which asserts the idea of perpetual trauma that is part of the process of
becoming and assuming a single identity (Morrison, 1987).

The given aspect enables understanding the aims and views of the opponents.
Lawyers can come across such works and be able to incorporate such characters in
their minds and argue why people may interact legally. Such an understanding can
help lawyers in dealing with the anticipated arguments, reasoning, and tactics of their
opponents thus making them more effective in their proposed legal strategies and

counter arguments. Shylock in William Shakespeare’s work, The Merchant of
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Venice, portrays some controversial reasons to pursue justice which assist in
identifying the other end of the spectrum (Shakespeare, 1596).

Law students are introduced to humanity in a more literary sense, a graphical
and emotional intertwinement that becomes inherent to all their actions that are bound
to lead over one’s actions and behaviour. Through these discussions and liable to
create and moderate more of these works, the students may appreciate the manifold
aspects of human beings, the reasons why people act the way they do and the
decisions they arrive at. This armed understanding enables them to appreciate their
clients’ situations; their opponents’ states of mind and behaviours; and how the legal
framework works and how emotions can be fitted along with it.

In summary, such understanding helps even in the understanding of human
beings in general and the emotions and provide what if factors in legal practice. The
literature is rich with topics that appeal to a lawyer’s subject matter. Incorporating
literature into legal education also has the effect of promoting empathy, improving
one’s critical skills and ultimately leading to the making of better and sensitive
lawyers.

Literature and Morality in the Legal Profession

Complex moral choices and ethical issues which are part and parcel of every
lawyer’s vocation can be depicted best through literature. Such literature can
encompass stories that appreciate the complexity of such moral choices which
lawyers are bound to make in their practice.

Almost all literary works provide insights into ethical dilemmas that many of
their characters have to face. Such works allow lawyers to reflect on a number of
competing possibilities, as they often come with quite a storyline that requires the
lawyer to deliberate. In the play “The Crucible,” for example, the characters must
decide between betraying themselves and confessing to witchcraft or upholding their
self-respect and enduring hardship in its fullest. Through studying such materials,
however, lawyers get to understand the art of ethical decision-making in context and
the determinants behind people’s decisions in practice (Miller, 1953).

Lawyers, too, are exposed to a variety of ethical dilemmas and competing
values as literature presents them with. Interaction with diverse characters and belief
has the effect of helping lawyers appreciate the intricacies of moral reasoning. This
interaction with and appreciation of various ethical standards can help them adjust to
the different ethical contexts that they are likely to face in their practice. A similar
confrontation with ethical extremes can be found in Joseph Conrad’s ‘Heart of
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Darkness’ when Kurtz’s moral worse explains the dark side of the morality of power
(Conrad, 1899).

In addition, literature engages the reader with an ethical debate and makes
them reflect critically over issues. Many more literary narratives contain such morally
ambivalent characters and circumstances that it becomes a challenge for the reader
not to consider their moral code. Through such literature, lawyers can sharpen their
critical thinking, and appreciate more the ethical dilemmas in their line of duty. For
example, F. Scott Fitzgerald in ‘The Great Gatsby’ also raises the question on ‘the
American dream’ and social ambition through wealth and social stature (Fitzgerald,
1925).

The law explores literature in its ethical dimensions as writers make ethical
considerations and act. Such experiences and mechanisms such as the narratives and
the need for ethical decisions depicted in literary works enable lawyers to determine
how ethics affect an individual and society. This understanding can be useful in the
decision-making process as the lawyer is able to predict the ramifications of their
actions. For instance, the idea of a single protagonist struggling within a single
cohesive environment which in this case is a totalitarian regime raises the ethical
guestions of the abuse of power and individual freedom in a conflict as depicted by

George Orwell in the novel Nineteen Eighty-Four (Orwell, 1949).

In such instances, literature is used in the practice of law or legal principles and such
practice enhances the ethical decision-making process among lawyers. In this case,
reading and engaging lawyers with literature with ethical dilemmas and moral
complexity opens a discussion on how these complexities can be addressed in their
practice. Literature, in this way, helps internalize the values, principles, and ethical
constructs associated with the practice of law.

To sum up, literature should be considered as a source of reference in order
to bring out the various ethical issues that can accompany any practice. This, in turn,
will assist lawyers to make better ethical choices in all their practices. In order to
address these ethical challenges, literature should be embraced as part of professional
development. Through literature, lawyers are exposed to a variety of ethical problems
and their resolution, which facilitates ethical and critical thinking.

Literature and Lawyers: Their Legal Analysis Perspectives

There is a profound connection between literature and the development of
analytical skills and critical thinking in relation to legal analysis. This means, literary
works that need to be interpreted or analyzed engage the lawyer’s creativity in

assessing a problem and formulating arguments.
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Readers of literary works are often confronted with problems and thematic elements
that call for adequate interpretation and analysis. The same forensic analytical skills
employed in the lawyer’s practice can be transferred to the close reading of the form,
language, and figurative meaning of a literary work. For instance, in Shakespeare’s
Hamlet, Hamlet’s soliloquies have to be analyzed thoroughly in order to understand
the psychological state of the hero. From such reading of the text, lawyers are
improving their ability to decipher texts that are intricate and complex (Shakespeare,
1603).

Literature particularly helps attorneys diversify their approaches by
integrating critical evaluation in their practice. Characters’ struggles are as wide as
man’s imagination. By tackling these characters together with their dynamics,
lawyers improve on their understandings and appraising different characters. It is this
capacity which is invaluable in legal critique when lawyers have to explore different
perspectives and counter them. In the novel by Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird,
the defines of Tom Robinson by Atticus Finch compels readers to interrogate deeply
the issues of social stereotyping and the twine fabric of justice (Lee, 1960).

Furthermore, literature raises lawyers’ awareness of the motifs and messages
conveyed in literary pieces while also allowing them to critique such works. It is
through analyzing the social, cultural and historical context of the writing that lawyers
are able to appreciate the larger picture and validity of the work. This is useful in legal
practice where lawyers have to look at the big picture surrounding certain legal
principles and decisions. For example, in George Orwell’s ‘ Animal Farm’, power and
its abuse in the aftermath of a revolution are some of the issues being portrayed
(Orwell, 1945).

Works of literature tend to place characters in morally ambiguous situations
which prompt lawyers to think critically and ethically about the plot. By studying the
decisions and deeds of narrators and protagonists, however, lawyers can enhance their
judgement of ethical issues in legal cases. In Arthur Miller’s ‘Death of a Salesman’
Willy Loman’s moral dilemmas as well as the outcomes of his decisions stimulate
readers to ponder about the consequences of the personal and professional behaviour
(Miller, 1949).

Legal practice and education can be furthered by the incorporation of
literature into legal practice as well as education. Literature exposes lawyers to the
interpretation of charts, producing a well thought out conclusion to the claim being
presented. Literature helps lawyers to refine their analysis of human issues in a
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broader context and to put into consideration prevailing societal problems or ethical
questions that may relate to the situation at hand.

Lastly, it can be made clear that literature pushes lawyers to contemplate and
position themselves in more realistic dynamics rather than reading for
comprehensibility. It facilitates them looking into the heart of the matter as literature
constantly keeps on asking questions, presenting dilemmas as well as encouraging
the embracing of controversy or different opinions. Understanding human
relationships and the substance of social existence literature allows a progressive self-
development of lawyers and their skills.

Literature and Legal Rhetoric: The Humanities as Legal Practice

Attention to other-than instrumental prose can prove beneficial to the
improvement of lawyers' written as well as oral advocacy. Comprehending the
language of literature that incorporates the elements of convincing writing and
effective speech delivery allows lawyers to develop themselves in terms of winning
over the audience, articulating their ideas on different topics, and presenting
arguments efficiently.

Making an effective literary piece requires a talent in writing that persuades.
All authors have their own techniques indicating their level of mastery, which can be
adequate for lawyers as well. Barbara Koslowsky and Eugene Scharoff are two such
authors. By employing a broad use of metaphor, imagery and symbolism these writers
tap into readers’ feelings. Miss Lee developed the strength of literature through the
persuasion that was pronounced by one character, Atticus Finch through the closing
argument concerning the trial of Tom Robinson in his book ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’
that was published in 1960.

Literature includes within it other examples of strong oral advocacy or what
is referred as speaking with eloguence. This is important as such oratory skills could
get incorporated into legal practice, particularly in capturing the attention of the
audience during court proceedings as well presenting their well-crafted ideas in their
messages. Literature involves great oratory skills commonly used to enthral an
audience through a great speech or a monologue. A classic example would be in
Shakespeare’s work, Julius Caesar. One of its character, Mark Antony does a
powerful speech on the funeral and through it persuades people (Shakespeare, 1599)
Some literary books can also be used as references and case studies in delivering
messages and assistance through stories. This is important to lawyers as it makes
communication more engaging as well as easier for the audience to understand. The

same concept can be applied by the lawyers themselves when they tell their story to
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soar above the rest in this competitive profession. One such novel that employs
magical storytelling is A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens where he captures
the readers’ mind style and imagination through famous starting words “It was the
best of times, it was the worst of times” (Dickens, 1859).

According to the lawyers’ witness, literature is helpful to someone in the
legal profession in a way that involves effective oral communication in awkward
situations. There is also the aspect of role-playing where one is required to deal with
a conflict in a certain way where lawyers do not hesitate in engaging in the practice.
Literature has other characters who seek forwards reconciliation, argue, fight or
mediate. In the play "The Crucible,” courtroom scenes depict a tremendous amount
of exchanges and contacts which are essential for the art of outreach (Miller, 1953).

An overlap between literature, legal education, and professional literature
perspective for a lawyer reflects into the communication skills of lawyers. The
practice of analyzing and investigating works of literature characterized by rhetorical
strategies of articulation and representation has practical significance for practicing
advocates. Expert strategies borrowed from literature assist lawyers in expanding
their competencies necessary for persuasive techniques that aid in building credibility
and maintaining a constructive interaction with clients, despite adversative
circumstances.

To sum up, literature is a useful tool for enhancing lawyers' written and oral
communication skills. Literature is concerned with persuasive writing and arguing
and so through it, lawyers are able to strengthen their arguments, engage the audience
and articulate intricate concepts. Literature is filled with captivating pieces of writing,
remarkable oral readings, stories and useful communication techniques in adversity.
If lawyers read and practice literature, they will be able to improve their
communications and be better advocates of their clients.

Empathy as an Effect of Literature in Practice

Lawyers are able to harness compassion and empathy through literature
which enables them to appreciate their client’s needs better and relate to various
situations. While exploring the literary works that depict the complexity of human
life in one-dimensional and multifaceted characters and plots, lawyers can appreciate
certain emotions, moves, and struggles that others have to go through.

The study of law allows an attorney to wear different masks and feel the
happiness, pain, and weakness of different characters. In that sense, lawyers can
develop feelings of empathy and compassion for others by delving into the stories of

different people. Being able to understand and feel the experiences of other people is
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helpful in establishing solid professional relations with clients. Empathy allows
lawyers to know how to relate with their customers by actually finding out what their
wants, problems, and emotions are. It follows that lawyers who put themselves in the
position of their clients can give better representation. For example, in ‘To Kill a
Mockingbird’ written by Harper Lee, Atticus Finch, a lawyer, seeks to understand his
clients’ experiences as people who have been subjected to unfair discrimination and
this in turn makes him a better lawyer (Lee, 1960).

Literature connects lawyers with many different viewpoints and life
experiences which enhance their comprehension of the nuances of culture,
background, and identity. Lawyers can gain a broader perspective and deeper
understanding of their own prejudices and stereotypes through studying works of art
made in different epochs, in different locations, of different types and genres, for
example, novels, paintings, or sculptures. This is especially important in a field of
practice where the clientele is quite heterogeneous. Such understanding and
appreciation of manifold perspectives leads to better provision of legal advice and
representation of a more diverse nature. For example, reading Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie’s “Americanah” throughout the novel allows some of her immigrant
characters to grapple firsthand with the challenges of cultural diversity (Adichie,
2013).

There is also extra literature that encourages lawyers to find solutions to
ethical dilemmas and moral issues. By reading novels which depict characters making
hard choices and moral decisions, lawyers are able to improve their understanding of
ethical principles and their decision-making skills. Literature invites lawyers to think
of the effects of the forces involved in a decision, the cost of the decision to people
and society, and the overall scope of the legal decision. Such moments of ethical self-
care are important for offering effective legal solutions that are humane. For instance,
in the novel “Crime and Punishment”, Dostoyevsky emphasizes that the person is in
a continuous struggle between moral laws and the law of the state (Dostoevsky,
1866).

Lawyers can help develop empathy and compassion by explaining the law
through the lens of opposite. A good example is when engaging with works of
literature which deal with the life experience, present many views, raise ethical issues,
enables a lawyer to have a thorough understanding of other people and the depth of
the profession. Such an understanding improves the clients’ interactions with them,
making them sensitive to the culture of the clients they represent, and ethical issues.
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For all the reasons mentioned, it can be concluded that literature when read by lawyers
enhances their level of empathy as well as compassion. By reading literature related
to the universal as well as the different, lawyers are able to appreciate, understand
and relate to people and their problems in a much more efficient way. Such empathy
allows lawyers to better interact with clients and represent them in a court as lawyers
augment their capabilities to help as many people as possible. Literature also gives
lawyers a variety of insights broadening their ability to comprehend and serve the
needs of people within different cultures. Further, literature also challenges them on
certain moral and ethical values, which in turn enhances their moral and ethical
behaviour. In this manner, literature as part of the legal education helps developing
empathy and compassion within attorneys, alongside the understanding of the
challenges the profession brings.
Literature in Legal Education

The introduction of literature in the classroom offers a myriad of advantages.
It has the capacity to develop reasoning, empathy, and even the rough skills of
communication. It can as well, promote an understanding of humanity in a more
expansive sense. But then, there are reservations regarding the incorporation of
literature in legal education.
Examples of methods which can be adopted to include literature in the curriculum
include:
Literature as an adjunct: With the first approach using literature as an adjunct target
text, professor can combine supplementary materials with text books that are legal in
nature. A legal educational teacher can give novels, plays, or poems as outcomes to
students that deal with legal issues that offer threats or ethical questions relevant to
the profession. In this way, the students are able to read literature but do not leave the
main focus of the legal education.
Literature in Legal Writing: The inclusion of literature in teaching legal writing
seeks to develop writing that persuades. Also, recommended reading of legal practice
by students as literature containing effective storytelling, rhetoric, and persuasion
have many students will elevate improve their writing of a legal practice.
Legal Ethics and Professional Responsibility with Literature: Such literature can
display ethical questions and ethical practice. Literature may scientists speak about
the issues that provoke ethics and have principal characters can force students to
wonder about their own ethics and their employable law.
Literature in Clinical Education: Incorporating literature in clinical education is

beneficial in nurturing students’ empathy and cultural awareness. It could be
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beneficial to assign novels that represent a variety of perspectives and experiences to
help students know the clients they are likely to meet in their legal careers.
Literature in Law and Literature courses: Certain law schools provide for law and
literature courses that go into the details of the relationship between law and literature.
They highlight relationships between legal narratives and literature and students are
required to comprehend the social, cultural and historical relations in which law is
practiced.

To begin with, even though there are so many advantages when using
literature in teaching a legal subject there are some disadvantages as well this must
be taken into consideration:

Time Constraints: In most of the cases law school syllabuses are quite

comprehensive and include a number of compulsory and key legal subjects.

It may be difficult to try and fitin literature in the first place when time is not

enough.

Relevance to Legal Doctrine: There are students who even do not see the

reason as to why there is a need for literature in law at all. Since students

might not understand the purpose of literature in their legal studies, strong
links must be made between legal illegal concepts and literary work.

Differing Student Backgrounds: Students vary in their academic and

cultural origins, which may determine the extent of their acculturation to the

literature. Teachers must choose materials that are within the reach of all
students irrespective of their previous contact with literature.

Assessment and Evaluation: Students’ comprehension or indeed even

students’ critique of literary works is bound to be more intuitive than most

legal examinations. Teachers may have to come up with the best evaluation
criteria that will evaluate students’ interaction with the literature and
application of the same to legal issues.

Even in spite of such challenges, the advantages of literature as a feature of
legal education are important. Literature may help to increase the capacity for critical
thinking, develop the ability to feel compassion and cultural awareness, develop the
capacity for effective communication and persuasive writing, as well as enlarge the
scope of a person's perception. By integrating literature into the law curriculum,
educators can help the students achieve the status of holistic and compassioned legal
practitioners.

All in all, including literature within the context of legal studies should be

beneficial for the students. Approaches such as letting students read literature as a
|
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supplementary text, using the same in legal courses such as legal writing and ethics,
and designing law and literature courses can improve students’ critical insight,
development of empathy, and appreciation of human experience. On the other hand,
time limitations, applicability to legal doctrine, diversity of students, and methods of
evaluation are some of the issues that must be addressed when including literature in
the syllabus. Notwithstanding these challenges, the integration of literature, for
instance, can assist in producing lawyers who are well-informed and above all, have
a sense of compassion.
Conclusion
To sum up, integrating literature within the legal education framework can
be advantageous in a number of ways, all aimed towards making better lawyers. By
bringing in literary works as part of the syllabus, legal educationists can:
Enhance Critical Thinking: It is imperative to appreciate that literature acts
as a measure that enhances critical thinking and forces students to analyze
complex issues from different angles. It makes them entertain alternative
views and formulate perceiving arguments, which is necessary for practicing
law.
Foster Empathy: It is observed that literature provides a platform for
students to engage with the world and encourages them to have an
appreciation of other people’s culture and experiences. Such knowledge is
important in that it not only assists them in understanding their clients but
also in seeking justice and making ethical choices in law.
Enhance Communication Skills: Students are actively encouraged to read
literature. In the process, they advance their written and verbal advocacy
skill. Such works clarify how to persuade, tell stories, and apply rhetorical
features, all useful in legal composition and argumentation.
Deepen in the Students’ comprehension of the Human Condition:
Literature always enables the reader to see a variety of social, cultural, and
historical backgrounds. It assists them in grasping the intricacies of people's
actions, social problems, and the influence of the law on people and societies.
Sharpen Ethical Judgment: These features of literature include ethical
challenges and moral ambiguities, which motivate students to see the
relevance of their character and ethics in decision making. Engaging with
such guestions is key to acquiring ethical judgment and grappling with the
ethics of the practice of law.
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To fully realise these benefits, law school teachers should modify their legal
pedagogical practices to become more multidisciplinary. One such practice is
incorporating literature and other humanities subjects in the syllabus. Apart from
legal literature, legal educators need to tailor the curriculum to the students’ overall
educational needs. Thee challenge to legal educators is to appreciate the need for
cross disciplinary perspectives and in this regard seek to include literature in their
class. This includes sharing specialized content or conduct reading circles or even
engaging students in the reading of poems in the course of the lesson. In anticipating
the course of conducting these activities, the legal educators broaden the view of the
students and prepare them to be empathetic & competent lawyers who will effectively
handle social issues using legal means.

Finally, a broader understanding of how crosscutting literature works within
the legal practice enhances legal education as individuals become more critical
thinkers, empathetic, articulate and understanding of others and ethical dilemmas.
Legal educators are not only encouraged to adopt a cross disciplinary outlook towards
literature but are also urged to place literature at the center of ideal lawyer curriculum
development.

This study is set out to explore the intersection between literature and legal
education and to hopefully challenge legal educators to see the need to introduce
literature into their cumulative curriculum. In this manner, they would assist in
nurturing new lawyers who would possess not only the law itself but a more rich
insight into human nature, ethical questions, thoughts and communication skills. All
in all, this integration can help introduce new and more emotionally developed
aspects of the practice of law.
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