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Abstract: 

Everyone Has a Story is categorized as “An Inspirational Romance” (Sharma 4). The 

book, published by Westland Ltd. in EPUB format through the Internet Archive, 

examines the lives and experiences of various characters whose stories are 

intertwined, with Meera and Vivaan serving as the primary focal points. 
The narrative is constructed primarily through alternating first-person perspectives, 

with Meera and Vivaan narrating from their respective points of view. This 

framework enables a deeper understanding of each character’s internal conflicts, 
motivations, and emotional responses. It also provides readers with varied 

perspectives on shared situations, such as their first encounter at a café author event. 

The story unfolds in chronological order but incorporates crucial flashbacks and 
reflections, particularly in Vivaan’s explanation of a past catastrophe. The inclusion 

of communication forms like text messages, phone calls, and conversations set in 

specific locations, such as the café, fosters a sense of immediacy and personal 

connection. The book’s title conveys an essential idea, implying that every individual, 
including the reader—“It’s about you. Yes, you” (Sharma 3)—possesses a narrative 

thatisbothuniqueandvaluable. 

             
Character development is profound, presenting relatable individuals navigating 

significant life challenges. Meera, a human resources manager with a deep love for 

stories and a dream of becoming a novelist, grapples with self-doubt and the search 
for her personal narrative. Her personality is defined by curiosity, emotional 

vulnerability, and eventual determination. Vivaan, initially perceived as a self-

assured bank manager with an insatiable urge to travel and escape, is revealed to carry 

profound anguish from a past traumatic experience. His character arc involves 
confronting this grief and recognizing that human connection is more vital than 

solitary escape. Kabir, the compassionate café manager, has his own narrative of 

personal sacrifices and enduring love for Nisha. Initially depicted as emotionally 
troubled, Nisha evolves into a symbol of healing, finding her story through Kabir’s 

kindnessandofferingMeerasupportandadvice. 

                  

Symbolism permeates the story. Stories themselves are the most significant symbol, 
representing individuality, experience, and the potential for connection and 
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transformation. Coffee & Us, later renamed Kafe Kabir, serves as a diverse gathering 
place where aspirations are cultivated and symbolizes community and belonging. 

Travel and escape represent Vivaan’s desire to abandon his past, which ultimately 

proves futile as he realizes he cannot escape himself. The blank notebook, a gift from 
Vivaan to Meera, symbolizes her potential as a writer and the future they may create 

together. Physical characteristics, such as dimples and expressive eyes, symbolize 

individual beauty and deeper emotional connections. Sunsets often evoke feelings of 
longing or missed connections, representing moments of beauty and reflection. 

Within the inspirational romance genre, the novel explores themes such as the power 

of compassion, overcoming fear to find courage, pursuing ambitions, and healing 

from past trauma. Meera and Vivaan’s romantic relationship, defined by mutual 
inspiration and a complex interplay of their distinct aims and fears, develops through 

their personal journeys. The parallel love story of Kabir and Nisha serves as both a 

counterpoint and an example of enduring love grounded in mutual understanding and 
sharedhardship. 

              

The use of first-person narration facilitates reader engagement by making the 
characters’ thoughts and feelings accessible and personal. The prologue’s direct 

address to the reader enhances intimacy. The exploration of universal themes—love, 

grief, purpose, and resilience—resonates with readers, encouraging reflection on their 

own experiences. The combination of emotional depth, character development, and 
relatable challenges creates a reading experience that is both captivating and 

inspiring. 

 
 

Introduction 
           Savi Sharma’s Everyone Has a Story, presented as “An Inspirational 

Romance” (Sharma 4), delves into themes of love, loss, purpose, and connection 
through the intertwined lives of its characters. Published by Westland Ltd., this debut 

novel focuses on the journeys of Meera and Vivaan, as evidenced by the provided 

excerpts. 
                

The narrative emphasizes personal growth, overcoming hardships, and the 

power of human connection and kindness, clearly situating it within the inspirational 
romance genre. The narrative framework alternates between the first-person 

perspectives of Meera, who struggles to find her voice and story, and Vivaan, who 

seeks purpose while fleeing a tragic past despite apparent success. Claims that the 

novel is a “self-published” work, an “influential work in modern Indian English 
literature,” has “gained attention among the youth,” or possesses “widespread reader 

appeal” are not substantiated by the provided excerpts, which identify Westland Ltd. 

as the publisher. However, these claims provide context for this analysis. This study 
examines how Savi Sharma constructs the narrative flow through alternating 

viewpoints, interior thoughts, dialogues, and text messages. It explores character 
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development through their histories, internal conflicts, goals, and interactions. The 
analysis also investigates the author’s use of symbols and motifs, such as stories 

signifying identity and connection, the café as a site of community and dreams, and 

travel/escape as a metaphor for searching or fleeing. Through these elements, the 
novel conveys significant themes like hope, destiny, and self-realization, alongside 

the pursuit of dreams, finding courage, the power of kindness, healing from trauma, 

the complexity of love, and resilience. The study aims to locate the novel within the 
inspirational romance genre while understanding the mechanics of its structure and 

thematicpresentation. 

By drawing on the provided excerpts from Everyone Has a Story, this analysis delves 

into the elements that contribute to its classification as an “Inspirational Romance” 
(Sharma 4) and its approach to engaging readers. 

The excerpts, building on the introduction and abstract, highlight several key 

components 

TheConstructionoftheNarrative 
             The alternating first-person perspective is a highly effective storytelling 

method. The narrative is presented from the viewpoints of Meera and Vivaan, with 
sections titled by their names. This format allows for a personal and in-depth 

understanding of each character’s thoughts, feelings, and motivations. For instance, 

Meera’s internal monologues convey her self-doubt as an aspiring novelist and her 

emotional response to Vivaan’s departure, while Vivaan’s sections detail his desire 
to travel and the deep anguish tied to Radha’s death. The story unfolds 

chronologically, tracking the characters’ interactions and developments, but 

effectively incorporates flashbacks and reflections to provide context and complexity. 
Vivaan’s account of his relationship with Radha is a prime example, essential for 

understandinghispersonalityandmotivations. 

 

The inclusion of realistic elements, such as text messages and precise 
dialogue in settings like the café, creates a sense of realism, allowing readers to feel 

present in t characters’interactions. 

The prologue’s direct address to the reader—“It’s about you. Yes, you” (Sharma 3)—
immediately establishes a personal connection and reinforces the novel’s central 

theme that everyone has a real and powerful story (Sharma 1). 

DescriptionofCharacter 
           Meera’s aspiration to become a writer and her quest to craft a transformative 

narrative define her. Her journey involves overcoming self-doubt and fear of 

judgment. She values connections and is deeply influenced by others’ stories. Her 

recovery from the accident and renewed passion for writing and living demonstrate 
herresilienceandself-insight. 

 

Vivaan is initially portrayed as a successful bank manager with a strong 
desire to travel and escape his current situation. Further exploration reveals this desire 

stems from unresolved pain connected to the death of his fiancée, Radha. His 
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character arc involves confronting his past, recognizing the importance of human 
connection over solitary escape, and acknowledging his feelings for Meera. His 

generosityisevidentinhissupportforKabir. 

 
  Kabir, the compassionate and attentive café manager, has endured adversity and 

made sacrifices. His unwavering love for Nisha, shown through small acts of 

kindness,formsakeysubplot.Initially perceived as distressed, Nisha is marked by 
vulnerability and later by her healing process, supported by Kabir. She becomes a 

source of solace and guidance for Meera. 

Ideology 
Symbolism: 

 Stories are the most prevalent symbol, reflecting identity, personal history, 

dreams, connection, and transformation. Meera’s search for her story is central, and 

Vivaan’s hidden past is essential to understanding him. The book’s title encapsulates 
this concept. The café (Coffee & Us or Kafe Kabir) is a melting pot where people 

find comfort, community, and opportunities to forge connections. Kabir’s ambition 

to create his own café symbolizes hope and a collective project. Travel and escape 
represent Vivaan’s internal conflict and attempt to flee trauma and grief, concluding 

that one cannot escape oneself. The blank notebook from Vivaan to Meera signifies 

her potential as a writer and their shared future. Physical details, like dimples and 

expressive eyes, symbolize deeper connections and inner beauty. Sunsets represent 
moments of beauty, reflection, and occasionally longing or lost connections. 

Inspirational Romance Genre and Themes: The novel identifies as an 

“Inspirational Romance” (Sharma 4), focusing on personal growth, overcoming 
adversity, finding purpose, and the redemptive power of love and connection. Key 

themes include: 

 Pursuing Dreams: Meera’s ambition to become a writer and Kabir’s dream 

of running a café are primary motivators. Vivaan’s initial dream of travel 
evolves into a deeper purpose through self-discovery. 

 Overcoming Fear and Finding Courage: Meera grapples with fear of 

judgment in sharing her writing, Vivaan fears confronting his past and loving 
again, and Kabir worries about the financial risks of his café dream. The 

characters inspire each other to take risks. 

 The Power of Compassion: Kabir’s small acts of kindness toward Nisha 
spark their love story. Nisha later extends compassion to Meera. Vivaan’s 

investment in Kabir’s goal is a generous act. The novel emphasizes that small 

acts of kindness have profound impacts. 

 Healing from Trauma: Vivaan’s loss of Radha and Nisha’s past trauma 
require healing and support. Meera’s healing after Vivaan’s departure is also 

highlighted. 

 Love and Connection: The romantic relationships between Meera and 
Vivaan, and Kabir and Nisha, are tied to support, mutual inspiration, and 
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destiny. The novel suggests love can give life meaning. Friendships among 
the four main characters are also significant. 

 Destiny: The prologue’s phrase “Time decides our fate, our journey” 

(Sharma 1), Nisha’s suggestion that “if two souls are destined to meet, the 
universe will always find a way to make the connection” (Sharma 45), and 

Kabir’s remark that “even God is forced to change destiny” when feelings 

are pure (Sharma 78) imply that the characters’ interactions are predestined.  
Interaction with the Reader: 

 The first-person narrative creates a direct and intimate connection, making 

the characters’ inner lives and struggles accessible. Readers experience 

events and emotions as Meera and Vivaan do. 
 The prologue’s direct address—“It’s about you. Yes, you” (Sharma 3)—

places the reader within the narrative’s scope, encouraging reflection on their 

own life story. 
 Universal themes, such as the search for purpose, longing for dreams, 

overcoming fear, the power of kindness, the pain of loss, and the complexity 

of love, allow readers to relate to the characters’ experiences and reflect on 
their own lives. 

Analysis 
                 Savi Sharma’s Everyone Has a Story epitomizes the inspirational romance 

genre by skillfully intertwining themes of self-discovery, adversity, personal growth, 
and the restorative power of human connection. The novel explicitly identifies as an 

“Inspirational Romance” (Sharma 4), priming readers for a narrative that balances 

emotional turmoil with personal growth. Sharma employs a dual narrative through 
Meera and Vivaan, using alternating first-person perspectives to enhance character 

development and present complementary viewpoints. This narrative style allows 

readers to comprehend the protagonists’ profound thoughts, aspirations, and anxieties 

while highlighting the collective yet distinct essence of each character’s journey.  
The narrative focuses on Meera, an aspiring writer contending with self-doubt, and 

Vivaan, a successful banker concealing unresolved grief and a desire to escape his 

life. Their interactions at the symbolic Coffee & Us café act as a catalyst for mutual 
transformation. The café transcends mere setting; it symbolizes community, 

aspirations, and opportunities, serving as a venue for connections and transformative 

experiences. The story also features Kabir and Nisha, whose subplot provides a 
tangible contrast to Meera and Vivaan’s inward struggles. Kabir’s quiet sacrifices and 

nurturing love for Nisha illustrate silent perseverance and hope, while Nisha’s gradual 

emotional recovery embodies the transformative power of empathy and support. 

Symbolism is integral to the narrative. Meera’s blank notebook, given by Vivaan, 
symbolizes her potential as a writer and the unwritten narrative of her life, awaiting 

creation through courage and initiative. Vivaan’s aspiration for travel serves as a 

metaphor for his internal struggle to evade grief, ultimately leading to the realization 
that liberation comes from confronting inner fears, not physical relocation. The 

recurring theme of “story”—evident in Meera’s quest for the right narrative and the 
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café’s literary atmosphere—reinforces the novel’s belief in the uniqueness and 
significance of each person’s life story, explicitly conveyed through the prologue’s 

personal address: “It’s about you. Yes, you” (Sharma 3). 

Themes of destiny and interconnectedness are emphasized through recurring 
references to fate, such as “Time decides our fate, our journey” (Sharma 1) and 

Nisha’s claim that destined souls will inevitably reunite (Sharma 45). These concepts 

create an atmosphere of serendipity and cosmic order, suggesting that life’s 
challenges and joys are meaningful parts of a larger plan, aligning with the genre’s 

emphasisonoptimismandpersonaltransformation. 

Sharma’s use of realistic elements—text messages, informal conversations, and 

everyday interactions—grounds the narrative in contemporary life, making the 
characters’ emotional journeys relevant to modern readers. The inspirational tone 

encourages reflection on universal human concerns—love, grief, purpose, and 

resilience—enabling readers to connect these themes to their own experiences. 

Conclusion 
                In conclusion, Savi Sharma’s Everyone Has a Story adeptly intertwines 

emotional depth, personal development, and meaningful human connection, firmly 
situating the narrative within the inspirational romance genre (Sharma 4). The work 

employs a meticulously crafted dual narrative format, offering intimate insight into 

the inner lives of Meera and Vivaan—two characters grappling with self-doubt, loss, 

aspirations, and the quest for purpose. Sharma’s use of alternating first-person 
viewpoints allows readers to connect deeply with the characters’ thoughts, fears, and 

dreams, rendering their journeys relatable and authentic. 

The abundant use of symbolism—exemplified by Meera’s blank notebook 
representing creative potential and Vivaan’s travels signifying inner escape—

strengthens the narrative’s thematic core. Similarly, Coffee & Us (later Kafe Kabir) 

transcends a mere backdrop; it symbolizes community, dreams, and the space where 

transformative connections occur. Supporting characters like Kabir and Nisha 
enhance this thematic depth by exemplifying quiet sacrifice, hope, and healing—

elements central to the inspirational romance genre. 

Themes of destiny and cosmic interconnectedness, emphasized by phrases like “Time 
decides our fate, our journey” (Sharma 1) and “It’s about you. Yes, you” (Sharma 3), 

underscore the universality of human experience and the belief that each individual’s 

life story holds inherent value and significance. These thematic inquiries encourage 
readers to reflect on their own lives, challenges, and aspirations. 

Ultimately, Sharma’s narrative delivers a compelling story of love and resilience 

while fostering introspection and personal inspiration in its readers. The blend of 

narrative intimacy, symbolic depth, and inspirational tone positions Everyone Has a 
Story as a noteworthy contribution to contemporary Indian inspirational romance 

literature. 
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