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Abstract

The  Anthropocene  epoch,  defined  by  human-induced  environmental
change, has intensified global concerns around climate crisis, resource depletion,
and socio-political  instability.  Literature,  especially dystopian fiction,  becomes a
powerful medium through which these anxieties are reflected and critiqued. This
paper conducts a comparative study of Margaret Atwood’s MaddAddam Trilogy
and Kim Stanley Robinson’s The Ministry for the Future and New York 2140, to
explore how contemporary climate fiction navigates themes of ecological disaster,
adaptation,  and  sustainability.  Adopting  an  interdisciplinary  methodology  that
incorporates ecocriticism, dystopian theory, and Anthropocene studies, the research
investigates narrative strategies, the role of human agency,  and the potential  for
environmental recovery depicted in these works. Atwood’s feminist eco-dystopian
lens contrasts with Robinson’s science-driven approach, yet both authors underscore
the urgency of environmental consciousness. The findings illustrate how fiction can
influence public imagination and climate discourse by critiquing current ecological
trajectories  while  envisioning  pathways  to  resilience.  This  study  contributes  to
climate fiction studies and environmental humanities by emphasizing the cultural
significance of storytelling in shaping sustainable futures. 

Keywords: Dystopian  Fiction,  Anthropocene  Anxiety,  Eco-criticism,  Climate
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The  Anthropocene,  a  term proposed  to  denote  a  new geological  epoch
defined  by  the  human  impact  on  Earth,  marks  a  turning  point  in  ecological
awareness.  As  anthropogenic  climate  change  accelerates,  literature  serves  as  a
reflective and critical medium to address the growing concerns of environmental
degradation and socio-political collapse. Dystopian fiction, in particular, becomes a
vessel to channel these anxieties and stimulate discourse. This paper explores how
Margaret Atwood and Kim Stanley Robinson, two major voices in climate fiction,
engage with the anxieties of the Anthropocene through dystopian narratives that
both warn and inspire. 

While  Atwood's  MaddAddam  Trilogy  presents  a  speculative  future
devastated by biotechnological exploitation and ecological collapse, Robinson's The
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Ministry  for  the  Future  and  New  York  2140  portray  global  efforts  to  mitigate
climate disaster through socio- economic reforms and scientific intervention. By
comparing  their  literary  strategies,  this  study  aims  to  reveal  the  cultural,
philosophical, and ethical dimensions of climate fiction in the 21st century. 
Literature Review: 

The emergence of  climate  fiction or  "cli-fi"  as  a  subgenre has  received
increasing scholarly attention in recent decades. Scholars such as Ursula Heise and
Timothy Clark argue that literature plays a crucial role in mediating environmental
awareness. Greg Garrard's foundational work in ecocriticism highlights how literary
texts  reflect  and construct  ecological  values.  Dystopian studies,  as  discussed by
Tom Moylan and Raffaella Baccolini, further contextualize how imagined futures
critique contemporary power structures and environmental exploitation. Atwood's
speculative fiction has been widely studied for its feminist and ecological themes.
Critics have examined her depiction of genetic engineering and corporate greed as
metaphors  for  real-world  crises.  Meanwhile,  Robinson's  work  is  praised  for  its
realism and deep integration of scientific discourse, positioning him as a key figure
in what is often called "hard cli-fi." Despite their different styles, both authors use
dystopia not merely to depict despair, but to envision transformation. However, a
comparative study focusing on their  treatment  of  Anthropocene anxiety remains
underexplored, which this paper seeks to address. 
Theoretical Framework:

 This study employs an interdisciplinary theoretical framework combining:
Ecocriticism  (Greg  Garrard,  Timothy  Clark,  Ursula  Heise):  Examining  how
literature constructs relationships between humans and nature. Dystopian Theory
(Tom Moylan,  Raffaella Baccolini):  Analyzing the role of  dystopia in critiquing
social  and  environmental  systems.  Anthropocene  Theory  (Dipesh  Chakrabarty,
Donna Haraway, Timothy Morton): Understanding the philosophical and historical
implications  of  human  agency  in  shaping  planetary  futures.  These  frameworks
guide the analysis of how fiction not only reflects environmental anxieties but also
contributes to ecological thought and political imagination. 
Methodology:

The study uses close textual analysis of the selected novels, focusing on
thematic exploration, narrative strategies, and the portrayal of environmental crises.
Comparative  analysis  highlights  differences  and  convergences  in  Atwood's  and
Robinson's approaches. Contextual analysis is also used to relate the texts to current
scientific and policy debates on climate change. 
Analysis and Discussion: 

1. Margaret Atwood's MaddAddam Trilogy Atwood's trilogy – Oryx and
Crake,  The Year of the Flood,  and MaddAddam – presents a world ravaged by
genetic  engineering,  corporate  greed,  and  ecological  collapse.  The  narrative
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oscillates between pre- and post-apocalyptic timelines, showing the slow unraveling
of the biosphere and the emergence of new hybrid species. Atwood's portrayal of
the  God's  Gardeners,  a  green  religious  sect,  exemplifies  a  spiritual  eco-
consciousness absent in the technocratic world. Her feminist perspective is evident
in the depiction of gendered violence and the exploitation of women's bodies in
biotech  industries.  The  trilogy  articulates  Anthropocene  anxiety  through  vivid
imagery of extinction, artificial life, and ecological ruin. Yet it also offers a glimmer
of  hope  in  the  form of  community  resilience  and  alternative  ways  of  living  in
harmony with nature. 

2. Kim Stanley Robinson's The Ministry for the Future and New York 2140
Robinson's The Ministry for the Future opens with a devastating heatwave in India,
establishing the high stakes of unchecked climate change. The novel follows the
work  of  an  international  organization  aimed  at  safeguarding  future  generations.
Through  multiple  perspectives  and  realistic  detail,  Robinson  integrates  climate
science,  economics,  and  geopolitics  to  depict  a  possible  path  toward  planetary
survival.  In  New  York  2140,  Robinson  imagines  a  semi-submerged  Manhattan
adapted to sea-level rise. The narrative emphasizes collective action, technological
adaptation,  and  economic  reform.  Unlike  Atwood's  dystopian  decay,  Robinson
envisions a resilient society negotiating with ecological realities. Both novels reveal
Anthropocene anxiety, but Robinson's work leans toward "critical utopia," offering
pragmatic solutions and systemic change. His fiction aligns with Haraway's call to
"stay with the trouble" rather than escape into apocalyptic nihilism. 

3.  Comparative  Reflections  While  Atwood  critiques  biopower  and
patriarchal capitalism through dark satire,  Robinson presents institutional reform
and eco-modernism as viable responses. Atwood's speculative style blurs the line
between present and future, while Robinson's realism roots his narratives in policy,
science,  and  activism.  Both  authors  underscore  human  agency  whether  in
destroying or saving the planet but differ in their emphasis on individual versus
collective action. 
Findings:

 The analysis reveals that both Atwood and Robinson effectively harness
dystopian fiction to critique environmental degradation and socio-political inertia.
Atwood's feminist eco- dystopia highlights the intersection of gender, ecology, and
bio  politics,  warning  against  the  co  modification  of  life.  Robinson,  in  contrast,
offers a vision of coordinated global action, emphasizing the role of institutions,
science, and economic restructuring in addressing climate change. Together, their
works demonstrate  the  potential  of  literature  to  inspire  critical  reflection,  foster
environmental consciousness, and contribute to climate discourse. They challenge
readers to imagine ecological futures that are not only possible but necessary.
Conclusion: 
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This paper has examined how Margaret Atwood and Kim Stanley Robinson
articulate Anthropocene anxiety through dystopian fiction. While differing in style
and tone, both authors emphasize the urgency of ecological awareness and the need
for systemic change. Atwood's speculative narratives foreground the consequences
of  unchecked  techno-  capitalism,  while  Robinson's  realist  optimism  imagines
feasible pathways to climate justice. In an era marked by ecological uncertainty,
fiction serves not only as a mirror to our anxieties but also as a blueprint for action.
Through their respective visions, Atwood and Robinson contribute meaningfully to
the environmental humanities, demonstrating the power of storytelling to influence
thought, policy, and public imagination. 
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