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Abstract
Being an untouchable there is no place in our society, which is so pathetic. The
movement to spread the importance of education for Dalits was practically started by Ambedkar.
He educated them morally first and emphasized the idea of academic education. For Dalits, to
get education is a herculean task. They have to face a lot of humiliation and discrimination.
Dalits wrote to break away from the traditional upper caste autobiographical writing as they
talked about their pain and sufferings and their day-to-day life experience in their literary works.
However the male Dalit writers have depicted the Dalit women in quite a negative light in their
writings as submissive, immoral, sexual, etc. Thus the Dalit women writers wrote their works in
a more assertive and rebellious manner when compared to Dalit male autobiographies.
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The Dalits were believed to be unclean and therefore must not touch anybody belonging
to one of the four main caste. If they do, or even if their shadow falls on a upper caste members,
the person is deemed, to have been polluted and must perform a series of cleansing rituals in
order to rid their body of this pollution. It is as if a Dalit has an actual disease such as leprosy,
such was the discrimination against them.
Caste and analogous systems of social hierarchy operates across the world, particularly in
Asia and Africa. Subjecting millions in human treatment on the basis of being born into a
certain caste or similar social group.
Though the community themselves maybe
indistinguishable in appearance from others unlike with race or ethnicity, socio economic
disparities are glaring as are the peculiar forms of discrimination practised against them. It is
approximated that around 250-300 million people across the world suffer from caste or work and
descent based discrimination that impinges on their civil, politicial, religious socio economic and
cultural rights.
The main themes recurring in Sunani’s poems include, Physical strength, Social
segregation, Assignment of traditional occupation, Pervasive debt bondage due to poor
remuneration, High level of illiteracy, Impunity for perpetrators of crimes against caste
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communities, Use of degrading language to describe low caste communities, Triple
discrimination and exploitation of women of low caste on the basis of sex, class and caste.
The Dalit performs the most menial and degrading jobs. Sometimes Dalits perform
important job, but this is mostly not socially recognised. Dalits have been seen as polluting for
higher caste people. If a higher caste Hindu is touched by an untouchable or even had a Dalits
shadow across them. They consider themselves to be polluted and have to go through a rigorous
series of rituals to be cleansed. In India approximately 240 millions of Dalits . This means that
25% of the population is Dalit. It also means that in a country where everybody is supposed to
have equal rights and opportunities.
In general one can say that being a Brahmin means that they are more privileged . This
can imply having a good education and accordingly a more powerful position in the society.
Being born a s a Dalit you will be less off and because of less education you will have a good
job. In daily life it has a lot of consequences of being a Dalit. Dalits are poor and socially
backward. Poor means that they do not have access to enough food, healthcare, housing or
clothing. They also do not have access to education and employment. Officially everybody in
India has the same rights and duties but the practice is different.
‘Untouchability’ is not an ancient culture artifice; it is human rights abuse on a vast
scale”. The report includes more than forty specific recommendations to the Indian government
at the central and state level, many of them are focused on implementing a 1989 law banning
atrocities against Dalits. According to law, it is illegal to force Dalits into bonded labour, deny
them access to public places, foul their drinking water force them to eat ‘obnoxious substances’,
or parade them naked or with painted face or body. The violence will only grow without these
measures. It is a crisis that calls out for national and international attention.
Tamil Dalit writing has been heralded with the publication of Bama’s Karukku in 1992,
in which Bhama details her trajectory in the caste ridden society. The Tamil Dalit literary space
includes a handful of works in various genres: novels, poetry, autobiography, short story, critical
essays and plays.
Gangadhar Pantwane defines the term Dalit as
To me, Dalit is not a caste
………
Dalit is a symbol
of change and revolution (Asmitadarsh)
Dalit literature challenges main stream literature and ask for equality, freedom and rights.
It strongly rejects such literary tradition wherein common man’s suffering is excluded. It also
presents what life was and what it would have been if the problems of untouchability and
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casteism found no existence right from the beginning. Its main theme is untouchability, the
exploitation of Dalit women by higher caste men. It aims at the exploitation of the evil caste
system deeply rooted in the society and injustice done by higher caste. It always uproots the evil
of the minds of the people who really make such discrimination and demands for injustice in
return. The creation of Dalit literature is inevitable until the structure of society changes as long
as exploitation exists.
The aim of Dalit literature is to protest against the established system which is based on
injustice and to expose the evil and hypocrisy of the higher castes. There is an urgent need to
create a separate aesthetics for Dalit literature, an aesthetics based on the real experience of life.
Dalit literature is not a simple literature, it is associated with a movement to bring about change.
It represents the hopes and ambitions of a new society and new people.
Dr.Ambekar is the best example in front of many Dalits in India. Dr. Ambedkar thought
philosophy of life and sacrifice and commitment for bringing a revolutionary change in life of
the weaker section of the society. He made important endeavours at giving political rights and
social liberty to Dalits. Untouchables are very poorly compensated for their labour and thus
forced to live a pressurized life. Poverty and indebtedness means bondage to and dependence on
the village strong man of the moment. Social distance and exclusion are common in both villages
and cities, and news reporters about horrific atrocities against the Dalit surface periodically.
Even where Dalit are literate and defining a new India, the majority are not highly
educated or have a way to higher education. The Dalit writer must take nobility of such great
people and write as a result of their responses, anticipate situations where their work would be
heard as much as read. Dalit literature being the most powerful form of literary expression today,
has acquired a prestigious position in Indian English literature. It focuses on writing that includes
Dalit characters, or descriptions of Dalit life and experiences.
If we talk about the Dalit poetry than it has became popular, primarily through poetry
readings and alternative media such as small magazines and posters and billboards and creative
collective. The importance of Dalit poetry in modern poetry in India is undoubtedly great. Dalit
quest for dignity and also for the social justice are well expressed in the works. The fact that
Dalits have the intellectual ability to creatively reflects on and analyse their conditions
historically, sociologically and in their own language has been missed out. Thus the efforts of
Dalits and their self-perception to represent ‘themselves to themselves and to others’ in their own
terms needs explanation and elucidation.
According to Omprakash Valmiki, perhaps the most well-know scion of the Hindi Dalit
Literature sphere after the English translation and publication of his autobiography Joothan
2003, dalit consciousness is elemental in opposing the cultural inheritance of the upper castes,
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that notion that culture is a hereditary right for them, and one that is denied to Dalits. Dalit
consciousness is deeply concerned with the question, ‘ who am I? What is my identity?’. The
strength of characters of Dalit authors comes from these questions. Dalit literature reprets a
powerful emerging trend in the Indian literary scene.
Among the dalit community and its supporters and sympathizers, Dr. Ambedkar’s
statement echoes louder today than ever before:
“My final words of advice to you are educate, agitate and organize; have faith in yourself.
Withn justice on our side indo not sees we can loose or battle. The battle to me is a matter
of joy. The battle is in the fullest sense spiritual. There is nothing material or social in it.
For ours is a battle for freedom. It is the battle for reclamation of human personality. It is
in the fullest sense spiritual. There is nothing material or social in it. For ours is a battle
not for wealth or for power. It is a battle for freedom. It is the battle for the reclamation of
human personality”.
The contribution of Dalit writers has been emerging everyday to enrich Dalit literature as
well as Indian literature in recent years. Critics and reviewers have showed interest in this
literature at national and international level. John C.B Webster , Josiane Racine,
Dr. Gail
Omvedt and many Indian researchers have been making significant contributions on Dalit lives
in their recent writings. The significances of Dalit identity in the caste hegemonic society are
brought out in the Fule, M K Gandhi, Dr. Ambedkar, Mulk Raj Anand in religion and education.
Dalit men and women actively participated in Ambedkar’s ideology and considered as ‘ God of
Dalits’
The highest purpose of Dalit writing is not beauty of craft, but authenticity of experience.
Most significant attribute is that the Dalit literature displays Dalit consciousness. It is a belief in
rebellion against the caste system, recognising the human being as its focus. Ambedkar thought
is the inspiration for the consciousness. Sometimes Dalit literature has been criticized as being
propagandist. Today Dalit literature includes not only the writings about Indian suppressed
people but also other groups throughout the world that are relegated to a secondary position by
the privileged classes.
Dr. Ambedkar was the light of Dalit life, and the Dalit literature. All these writers
showed to the world, through their writings, what the great soul Dr. Ambedkar single handled
achieved which no one else had achieved in ages. His wish to create India as a great nation
through social and economic revolution without bloodshed, as the real democratic, state is the
everlasting gift of the people of India. All the movements of Dalit, as well as Dalit writers
proudly hold him in high esteem as the father of Dalit literature. The motto and slogan of
Ambedkar what know as “Educate, agitate, organize” has made the people to aware of the things
that happening around them in Indian social context, perhaps it was a great remedy, to this social
problems, writers now must concentrate in their works with the slogan “ Educate awake access
to power” that might be the better tribute to Dr. Ambedkar by Dalit writers.
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Today untouchability is abolished but injustice practise are not. Today to wear good
clothes is not forbidden, but to get a good job is. In the name of reforms and social uplift, today’s
political and social systems are pitting on group against the other, sowing hatred and
perpetuating a sense of rejection from the past. Education is the only remedy for such
discrimination. Thus the movement for social change will succeed only when all the Dalits unite
together to fight for equality. However they should accept that caste that is deeply rooted in
peoples mind cannot be erased. So here the social change would mean to get rid of
discriminatory practices and gets rights, necessary for the upliftment of the backward section of
society, the Dalits.
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